AFTER   EVEREST
before the temple. A priest comes along, is devoutly
salaamed, and goes from family to family, giving them
permission to eat their rice, a portion having been taken
away from each family for the use of the god. Then at
last the hungry little children can get their dinner. This
festival, with its crowds of tens of thousands in a little sea-
side village that normally contains only a few hundred
people, is a truly remarkable sight. Impromptu merry-go-
rounds, both horizontal and vertical (like miniature " great
wheelsJJ), sideshows and stalls, reminding one of the
country fairs at home, an open-air cinema show, together
with the processions of magnificently caparisoned elephants
in connection with the temple, combine to make a pictur-
esque scene. But the mob is so dense and seething that
progress from place to place is very slow. It ends after
ten days with a firework display, and many of the patients,
who came to be cured by the ant-heap spirit, turn up at our
hospital, and there get treatment which is more likely to
cure them. When finally the cure is effected, it is to the
ant-heap that they offer their thanks, and it is the ant-heap
which really gets the credit in the minds of many.
One day, I was watching the big procession with its"
myriad torchlights, its great elephants, its buffoon dressed
up and making coarse jokes, its man (C possessed with a
devil" who raved up and down, and the car bearing the
insignia of the ant-heap spirit. An educated Hindu of my
acquaintance saw me and came to my side. " Sir/' he
said, " do you realize that these people are all worshipping
the same God as you ? The real meaning of all this is a
worship of God, the great creator spirit/' I wonder. Was
he right ? Perhaps, after all, that is what they were trying
to do ; the festival, with its tawdriness, its effectiveness, its
pathos, was an expression of a faith in unseen powers and a
desire to get in some measure nearer God. Is that so ?
If it is, what a tremendous call to bring to them the
revelation of God that satisfies.
This festival, and the devil-dance described elsewhere,
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